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SIS | SLSBLOGS = LEGAL AGGREGATE

Yes, we should consider |
refugees’ religion R e 0

MENU

> W o eVl Gasy

November 25, 2015 | By Michael W. McConnell | Commenits (2)

Americans have heard a lot of nonsense in the past week about the role of religion in our refugee
policy — from both sides. Senator Ted Cruz has been derided, mostly justly, for saying that no Muslim
:JISSLD ‘JSJ l.D refugees — but only Christians — should be admitted to this country from the killing fields of Syria and
laulw ‘__Q\S,_D,gl Q\JIJ_\J Suol®  Irag. But President Obama's angry reaction that use of a “religious test” for evaluating asylum seekers
‘SJW-‘JI U,ng’Jl )S)a HA0g )gaOg s WoUId be "shameful” and "not American” is even more wrongheaded. “That's not who we are,” he said
.U’J‘w )J,.ﬂ.ili ) El.u.l).l.n !.9\9 to an audience in Turkey, apparently in response to Cruz. "We don't have religious tests to our
a _ a & F compassion.”
W g Ml dosxol) (gulw guw o9 P
2005 wgs gi9=> M duSy oVl

Except we do. It's in the law.

The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, which governs these issues, defines “refugee” as
someone who has fled from his or her home country and cannot return because he or she has a well-

founded fear of persecution on account of “religion” — as well as race, race, natienality, political opinion
or membership in a particular social group. This certainly doesn't let us use a religious test to filter
immigrants out. But it does mean that when we're deciding who to admit, religion matters.

S0, when we think about religious refugees from the war-torn parts of the Middle
East, who are we talking about? Right now Christians who are being singled out for
religious persecution — beheadings. beatings. rape, forced conversions,
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