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Abstract

This study examines the structural relationship between conspiratorial
thinking and violent extremism from a cognitive-preventive perspective,
seeking to understand the intellectual pathways that lay the groundwork for
terrorism before it manifests as violent action. The study departs from the
premise that conspiracy theory is not merely a false belief, but rather an
integrated interpretive framework that produces closed certainty and
reshapes collective identity through a victim-conspirator binary, thereby
providing a preemptive moral justification for violence. It analyzes the
structural intersections between the two phenomena across their causes,



methodology, function, and political instrumentalization, emphasizing that
extremism builds upon conspiratorial logic more than conspiracy theory
inevitably leads to extremism. The study concludes with a set of preventive
approaches based on fostering critical thinking, building institutional trust,
and addressing real-world grievances.

Keywords

Conspiracy theory, violent extremism, terrorism prevention, critical
thinking, collective identity, victimhood narrative.
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